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Synopsis

In this groundbreaking book by best-selling authors Justice Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner, all
the most important principles of constitutional, statutory, and contractual interpretation are
systematically explained in an engaging and informative style-including several hundred illustrations
from actual cases. Never before has legal interpretation been so fascinatingly explained. Both
authors are individually renowned for their scintillating prose styles, and together they make even
the seemingly dry subject of legal interpretation riveting. Though intended primarily for judges and
the lawyers who appear before them to argue the meaning of texts, Reading Law is sound
educational reading for anyone who seeks to understand how judges decide cases-or should decide
cases. The book is a superb introduction to modern judicial decision-making. Justice Scalia, with 25
years of experience on the Supreme Court, is the foremost expositor of textualism in the world
today. Bryan A. Garner, as editor in chief of Black’s Law Dictionary and author of Garner’s
Dictionary of Legal Usage, is the most renowned expert on the language of the law. Reading Law is
an essential guide to anyone who wishes to prevail in a legal argument-based on a constitution, a
statute, or a contract. The book is calculated to promote valid interpretations: if you have lame
arguments, you’ll deplore the book; if you have strong arguments, you'll exalt it. But whatever your

position, you’ll think about law more clearly than ever before.
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Customer Reviews

| practice law in the areas of probate litigation and estate planning. For almost twenty years | argued

probate cases before judges who ultimately had to interpret the meaning of probate statutes and a



legal document (a trust for instance). Two years ago | quit litigation and devoted my practice to
preventative law--that is, | am attempting on behalf of my clients to either prevent probate litigation
with carefully drafted documents, resolve probate disputes outside of court with carefully customized
probate ADR agreements, or contain litigation in court with the most carefully drafted estate
planning documents | can write--documents that judges cannot misinterpret. | recently had one of
my documents tested in the Utah Supreme Court, where the Court unanimously (5-0) found that the
text was clear and unambiguous on the dispute in issue and overturned the trial court’s decision to
the contrary. A frustrating case in that | thought my writing was clear enough for the trial court to
understand.Then | read yesterday’s WSJ review on Justice Scalia’s and Mr. Garner’s book
"Reading Law" (I wish would give reviewers a little more control in utilizing underlining or italics.) |
bought a copy last night and have not been able to put it down.This book is a goldmine for drafters
of legal documents. The fundamental, semantic, syntactic, and contextual canons are not only
fascinating to read, but are providing eminently practical drafting guidelines that have me
intellectually hopping for joy. This book has already taken its place within handreach of my beloved
Ninth Edition Black’s Law Dictionary (thank you, Mr. Garner), my Chicago Manual of Style (thanks
again for Mr. Garner’s contributions), and my battered twenty-year-old Roget’'s Thesaurus.
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